THE LAST DAYS OF THE WAR

. to the rank of colonel on realizing that promotion might be an
obstacle to the consolidation of his position when General
Franco's "promised" recognition of the military ranks took
place. Not until then did he suddenly discover that bis promotion
to the rank of general had not been legalized by the President
of the Republic, and was therefore unconstitutional. His anti-
Communism was only revealed when the Communists, and other
soldiers who were not Communists but who were unwilling to be
the victims of his personal ambition, rose in Madrid against a
policy of unconditional surrender and in defence of the legitimate
Government. But once in exile, and bearing on his shoulders the
tremendous responsibility for having divided the anti-Fascist
front, broken down resistance, executed innumerable comrades,
and delivered up the central-southern zone without obtaining
a single one of the conditions laid down in his "peace programme,"
he decided that anti-Communism was the surest platform
from which to win the sympathy and support of certain British
circles.

Treachery, irresponsibility or ambition? By whatever motive
he was actuated, it is certain that Casado is not a leader in whom
the Spanish people could ever place their trust

In their policy of resistance, both during the period following
the collapse of the eastern front in March 1938 and in the last
phase of the war, the Government always acted on their own
initiative. It is absurd to suppose that in this respect its members
were prisoners of the Communist Party, and an incident which
occurred shortly before the Casado coup is sufficient to prove
the baselessness of such a contention. On the day in question the
Prime Minister told me that he had informed the Central Com-
mittee of the Communist Party that he reserved to himself fiill
freedom of action irrespective of any decisions which the political
parties might make on their own account. It ha,d come to his
knowledge that at a meeting of the Central Committee the
Communists had agreed to oppose any peace moves which were
not based on the three conditions laid down by the Prime
Minister in his speech before the Cortes. During the course of his
interview with the Central Committee, Dr. Negrin reminded
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